
Time for the falling Star and a dying Dolphin!
―AND A DIM FUTURE FOR A FOUNTAIN AND A DUKE

C.T. 1973

DOOMSDAY DRAWS NEAR FOR TWO OLD  CHRISTCHURCH PUBS, THE DOLPHIN AND 
STAR. ANOTHER TWO, THE FOUNTAIN AND DUKE OF WELLINGTON, FACE AN 
UNCERTAIN FUTURE WITH THE SPECTRE OF TOWN CENTRE DEVELOPMENT 
LURKING ROUND THE CORNER OF THEIR BARS. 

The Priory town is the sort of place that has helped build up the great 
tradition of the British pub. Just think, a little over a century ago it boasted 
all of 26 inns and taverns and 16 beerhouses― for a population of only 
3,000.

At the hub of the ever thirsting community in High Street once stood 
Christchurch Brewery, established back in 1723.

Now some of the bar walls that have fostered long years of 
comradeship peculiar to the "local" look like tumbling down. It's very much 
on the cards that after the Dolphin in Church Street closes at the end of this 
month and the Star at Purewell two months later they will be sold for 
redevelopment by the giant Whitbread (Wessex) brewery combine.

Shadow

Planning permission has been sought but refused for building shops on the Dolphin site in 
the shadow of the Priory. Further moves are awaited.

No proposals have yet been made for the Star, which stands in large grounds making the site 
potentially valuable.

For landlord John Upward (65) and his wife Marjorie, of the Dolphin, closure is going to 
mean a big wrench.

They have been at the pub 25 years — longer than any other licensees in the town — and 
have loved every minute of it.

"It's our home and our life," says Marjorie, immediate past president of Bournemouth and 
District Women's Auxiliary of the Licensed Victuallers' Association. "These are little personal pubs. 
You know everyone as soon as they open the door." 

But the "old brigade" of regulars are no more. "In the early days we had a row of them in the 
public bar. They were real old poppets. Each one had his own seat and you were not allowed to 
move it. No one will replace them," she feels.

All their customers are "pretty sad" at the Dolphin disappearing. But at least it will not mean 
the end of their women's darts or shove ha'penny teams—both are moving to the Red Lion in 
Bargates.

Marjorie says, to be reasonable, she has to admit there are now too many pubs in the town. 
"The only thing that seems funny is that plenty of others could go in preference to this—but I 
suppose it's the site value." she remarks. 

Smuggling

Standing close to Christchurch Quay the Dolphin has had associations with smuggling. In 
the 19th century it was also a haunt of mayoral banquets—and lively feasts some of them were, too.

Old customers say it was originally thatched and had little bow windows. The thatch is 
thought to have fallen victim to a heavy  storm.

Mrs. Selina Rumney has been at the Star for 20 years, taking over the licence last April on 
the death of her husband Frank.



''It's a shame they're shutting the old pubs up because a lot of 
people don't like these modern gin palaces," she comments. "Soon 
there will be no more public bars where the workman can come in at 
lunch-time for a cheese roll and sandwich. They'll be all lounge bars 
and steak houses."

Mrs. Rumney says she has no idea why her pub is closing. The 
brewery agreed the trade is  not going down. Indeed, she can see 
plenty of  potential in the future with the development of 
Christchurch Sports Centre nearby.

Like the Upwards, she can only  think it's because  of the site 
value. But there will be no replacing the value of the acre or so of 
back garden as far as her customers' youngsters are concerned.

It's a kids' paradise with a donkey, rabbits, budgerigar, 
chickens and geese. No wonder they've been known to tell Mum and Dad where they have to drink.

Mrs. Rumney says her "regulars" were ready to organise a petition to protest to the brewery. 
"But I didn't think there was much point fighting them — they're too big," she observes.

For her it will definitely be goodbye to the licensed trade. As a woman she is not able to 
transfer her licence to another pub in this part of the country — and yet up North it would be 
possible. "I shall have to find another job," she says sadly.

What have Whitbroad to say about the closures? "There are a considerable number of 
licenses in Christchurch and we believe our other houses will ably be able to serve all the varying 
demands of our customers," comments their spokesman.

The Dolphin and Star are "regretfully" being shut because due to the amount of money that 
needs to be spent on them and the number of other licenses in the area the company believe they are 
"surplus to both ours and the public's requirements."

The spokesman adds the tenants of both pubs were carefully considered before decision was 
made.

Stage

Of all the Christchurch pubs none is more prominent than the mock-Tudor fronted Fountain 
at the end of High Street. Although not as old as its style it dates back to the stage-coach days.

Where the coaches and horses once drew in has been covered over to form the lounge. The 
original  stables stand alongside Sopers Lane with an old groom's flat.

''It's got quite a history says licensee Dennis Pollard. Now its days appear numbered. 
Whitbread's planning application for building shops and offices on the site has been rejected but an 
appeal is pending.

Ironically trade has improved since its future has been in doubt.  "People keep coming  in 
and chatting me up about  when the place is coming down," says Dennis

He and his wife Irene would dearly like to know the answer. It's no joke being unsettled 
when you have three children to think of as well.

Dennis, who played football for West Ham and Barnsley before joining the trade in 1950, is 
well known for the charity soccer matches he organises on nearby Barrack Road recreation ground.

Opposite the ground, and standing out like a sore thumb alongside the town's new police 
station, is  the Duke of Wellington.

It just managed to survive the destruction of neighbouring property two years ago when the 
police station site was cleared. Compulsory purchase was threatened by Hampshire County Council.

Landlord Henry Kiley, a past president of Christchurch LVA. finds having the police for 
neighbours is hardly conducive to trade. "Customers don't drink half as much as  they  used  to. 
They have to be very careful next to the station. Police cars and officers are always going past," he 
says.



Spared

The question is, will the Duke of Wellington be spared a second time? Further changes in 
this vulnerable area seem inevitable. The town's former fire station, more recently the corporation's 
vehicle maintenance depot, has been demolished there in the past few days and in the town centre 
plan the by-pass is due to be extended into the mouth of Barrack Road, wiping out Pit Site 
roundabout and replacing it with high density traffic lights.

It's hardly fair on the poor old  pub. After all it was there first—since the early part of the 
18th century in fact. It was originally a malt house. The stables with the original horse stalls and 
storage above for grain  can still  be seen  at the back.

In the meantime, like the other pubs under sentence, whether imminent or suspended, 
upkeep is kept to a minimum and deterioration creeps in. 

It's a depressing picture. But there is another side to it. Other more favoured pubs, such as 
the George in Castle Street and Rising Sun at Purewell—also in the Whitbread empire—are about 
to be improved.

If it's any consolation to the Dolphin and Star regulars, let's drink to that, 

PROTECT MALT HOUSE

AFTER a number of attempts by the owner to obtain planning permission to alter The Malt House 
in Millhams Street, the Planning Committee are now recommending the divisional committee to 
protect the building by a preservation order. 

Their action follows applications to alter and extend the old building to form offices on 
either three floors or two floors over ground floor parking. 

The three-storey proposal was considered impracticable and likely to necessitate alterations 
destroying the building's character.

The other, felt the committee, would  detract from the character of the premises, which are 
within the Christchurch Conservation area. 

So the inn has to go

PURCHASE of the former Star Inn at Purewell was approved — with the owner's agreement 
— at a cost of £18,000.

It is one of five properties in the area the council had previously agreed to purchase 
compulsorily if necessary as part of their plans to improve Purewell.

Housing Committee chairman Cllr. Mrs. Irene Stevenson, recommending the  purchase, 
said her committee particularly wanted to see the area redeveloped with council housing. It would 
make a big difference to their housing list.

''We want as much land as possible to helpus do this effectively. Getting the Star Inn will 
help considerably."

Cllr. Michael Hodges said it would be a good thing to tidy up that area, but he regretted the 
loss of another of the town's old inns. 


